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May 2010
Piedmont Garden Club
Annual Meeting
& 5 %4 Wednesday, May 5th
W -- 5 Conservation Tour of Cathedral of | 4% AM
Christ the Light, Oakland
’ Walk around Lake Merritt and bag 11:00
Flo Bry an’s Ranch lunch in Stafford Buckley’s garden AM
1399 Bella Oaks Lane ey Ve T
Rutherford, CA 94573 Conservation Field Trip 12:30
L. . Wildflower Walk at the Preserve
Flo Bryan has generously invited us to her ranch in Rutherford | in camel valley 11:30
. . Lunch at Nancy Griffith’s AM
for our May Luncheon. We will have an opportunity to walk
around her garden and enjoy the views while having lunch. Be oot ieectons Vecting :30 AM
sure to wear casual clothes and bring a hat and sweater. @ Margo Anderson’s Home
i | Wednesday, May 19th
It will be great fun! Annual Meeting Luncheon 11}3\2
All Associates, Active and Sustaining Members: Please RSVP to Karen Fid0 Byans Ranch
Hoefs by Wednesday, May 12" by email: bkhoefs@pacbell.net or call 510- | Rutherford, CA94573 045
547-0762. We would like to know if you are coming or not, and if you are | Busa Piedmont Community Center | sy
going to ride the bus. The club is underwriting the bus for members. We Friday, May 28th
) Old & New Garden Tour
need exa_ct numbers for both the bus and for Flo’s caterer. Thank you! Alvarado Road, Berkeley
Hostess in Charge: Flo Bryan Carpool at Crocker Park 9:30 AM
Hostesses: Julia Burke, Mary Wood, Lori Taylor, Kim Lally, Mary Ann Tuesday, June 8th
Parachini, Bunny Caldwell, Kathleen Addiego, Kim Ellis, Vickie Van Blois | paF Meeting @ Bobbe Stehr's 4:00PM

PGC is thinking GREEN: Q
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Driving Directions: Take 880 east to just beyond Vallejo and exit on American Canyon Road

(Exit # 36); go left over freeway. At the third signal, turn right on Napa Valley Highway, Route 29. Stay on 29 for
almost 25 miles. Bella Oaks Lane is just after Mondavi Winery and Oakville Grocery. Turn left on Bella Oaks Lane
to Flo’s ranch at 1399 Bella Oaks Lane. Please plan on arriving by 11 AM.
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O "AS GEESE FLAP THEIR WINGS, THEY CREATE AN UPLIFT FOR THE
BIRD FOLLOWING. BY FLYING TOGETHER IN A = FORMATION, THE
FLOCK'S FLYING RANGE IS 71% GREATER THAN THAT OF ANY BIRD
FLYING ALONE.

WHEN WE SHARE A COMMON DIRECTION AND SENSE OF
COMMUNITY,; WE CAN GET WHERE WE ARE GOING MORE QUICKLY AND
EASILY BECAUSE WE ARE TRAVELING ON THE ENERGY OF ANOTHER."

I CAME ACROSS THIS REFERENCE ABOUT GEESE THE OTHER DAY AND THOUGHT OF MY
TWO YEARS SERVING AS PIEDMONT GARDEN CLUB PRESIDENT. NOT ONLY HAS IT BEEN A
JOY "FLYING" TOGETHER, IT HAS BEEN AN EYE-OPENING EXPERIENCE REALIZING WHAT
MAKES PGC SO EXTRAORDINARY. -OUR:COMMON DIRECTION AND SENSE OF COMMUNITY
UNITES US AS WE RIDE ON THE ENERGY OF ONE ANOTHER. UNIQUELY, EVERY ONE OF US
CONTRIBUTES OUR GIFTS AND WORKS (OFTEN BEHIND THE SCENES) ACTIVELY TO ENSURE
PGC IS THE BEST IT. CAN BE.. OUR COMMITMENT TO QUALITY IN EVERYTHING WE DO SETS
THIS CLUB APART AND OPENS THE DOOR TO IMPACTING THE COMMUNITY AROUND US.

THANK YOU ALL FOR THIS REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE. IT HAS TOUCHED ME IN MANY
WAYS AND | WILL TREASURE IT IN MY -HEART FOREVER.

~JACKIE

Historic Garden and Design TOURS
Friday, May 28"™:

# $ & ats510-665-6086 or by email dellossol@comcast.net

<

Flower Arranging Workshop

Thank you all for your enthusiastic participation this year.
Our committee had a wonderful time encouraging your
amazing creativity.

- Nancy Jacobs, Kim Lally & Lori Taylor
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| read of a man who stood to speak

At the funeral of a friend.

He referred to the dates on her tombstone
From the beginning to the end.

He noted that first came the date of her birth
And spoke of the following date with tears,
But he said what mattered most of all

Was the dash between those years.

For that dash represents all the time
That she spent alive on earth

And now only those who loved her
Know what that little line is worth.

For it matters not, how much we own,
The cars, the house, the cash,

What matters is how we live and love
And how we spend our dash.

So think about this long and hard;

Are there things you’d like to change?

For you never know how much time is left
That can still be rearranged.

If we could just slow down enough
To consider what'’s true and real
And always try to understand

The way other people feel.

And be less quick to anger
And show appreciation more
And love the people in our lives
Like we've never loved before.

If we treat each other with respect
And more often wear a smile,
Remembering that this special dash
Might only last a little while.

So when your eulogy is being read

With your life’s actions to rehash

Would you be proud of the things they say
About how you spent your dash?



¢ Conservation
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Tour of Oakland's Cathedral of Chrlst the Light Church
with Docent Stafford Buckley, from 9:45 AM - 11:00 AM. We will learn about the history, architecture,
and green aspects of the Cathedral’s design and construction. The Cathedral is located at 2121 Harrison
Street; parking is available for a fee in the garage entered from 21st Street, under the Cathedral. The
Cathedral requests a donation of $5 per person for the tour. More info: www.ctlcathedral.org Then a
mini-walk from 11:00 - 12:00 to check the progress on the restoration of the park and green surrounding
Lake Merritt. Once again, Stafford is opening his garden (423 Cavour Street, Oakland) afterward for
anyone who wants to take a bag lunch and sit under his apple tree. Contact Judimckee@comcast.net with
questions or meet at the Cathedral at 9:45 AM.
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2 / 3 ! :
Lunch at 11:30 AM and guided walk at 12:30 PM. Arranged by Nancy Griffith. Box lunch $15.
Optional visit to Carmel Middle School Garden at 9:30 AM.
Contact JuliaBurke94610@yahoo.com for details and carpool information.

Conservation Tip: Reuse your grapefruit (or orange) halves as seed

containers. Fill them with soil and plant seeds. When the seeds germinate, put = £
the whole container in the soil. The holder will rot away in the ground and 0
become compost.  The citrus oils in the peels also discourage certain insects. '
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National Affairs and Legislation

The latest issue of ConWatch is now online at the GCA website. It is all about the
February NAL meeting in Washington with many terrific articles. | know you will enjoy it.
Many thanks to Elva Busch, the amazing editor, and to the many authors who have made this
Issue so stimulating and well written.

http://www.gcamerica.org/membersonly/conwatch-newsletter/conwatch_spring_10.pdf




Visiting Gardens

...through the GCA gates less traveled!!!
INTEREST LISTS-HOW TO SIGN UP

=2 : @ 8
L B In the interest of fairness to every member of the GCA, the Visiting Gardens

. # A
g Trips are announced well in advance in three ways: by your club VG chair and/
M or your own newsletter; on the GCA website; in the GCA Bulletin. The infor-

L% mation will include the destination and dates but no details about price or itiner-

= ary. At that point you will have the opportunity to sign up on the Interest List.

There is absolutely no obligation, but when the itinerary is ready, everyone on

the “List” will receive it by email or fax on the same day...at least a week before the information is posted on the GCA

website and sent to club VG chairmen.

#
If you wish to be added to the Interest List after a specific trip is announced, please send (via email or fax only) your
name, address, email, telephone, fax and your GCA club to Emmy Winburn, VG Vice Chairman,
emmywinburn@gmail.com or her fax # (912) 238-3466. In your email “Subject” please state “Visiting Gardens Inter-

est List” (Otherwise the Spam Blocker may divert your email). 3 2
Emmy Winburn will acknowledge receipt of your request. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, please re- send
2 2 /A

Visiting Gardens trips often sell out very rapidly. When you receive the final itinerary, it is advised that you mail your
deposit check immediately (the same day). Reservations will be processed in order by the postal stamp date. No reser-
vations will be taken by telephone. If the trip is filled, you may request placement on the waiting list. There is usually
some attrition so you may still have an opportunity to go.

B
Emmy Winburn, emmywinburn@gmail.com.
GCA Visiting Gardens Vice-Chairman, Trip Interest List Communications
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Our tour begins in Buenos Aires, the Paris of South America. Today a cosmopolitan city of 11 million inhabitants,
it boasts classical architecture reminiscent of Paris, London, Rome or Madrid. We then travel to Mar del Plata, a turn
of the century resort where upper class Buenos Aires families maintained villas and summer residences. Visits to the
nearby estancias, estate ranches on vast grasslands with beautiful manor houses surrounded by European style gardens
and landscaping, will occupy the next few days. Next stop is Bariloche where we will first visit San Martin de los An-
des, famous for its mountain scenery, lakes and crystal blue rivers excellent for fly fishing. Bariloche is surrounded by
12,000 ft. mountains, alpine lakes and dense forest, surely one of the most beautiful spots in all of Argentina. The pri-
vate estancias in this area are breathtaking and we will visit the best of the best. We are hosted by individual owners
who will share with us the history of each estancia.

Optional post tours to Iguazu Falls and Southern Patagonia (Calafate-Glacier National Park) can be arranged.

This tour will be led by Maria Luisa Segura and Rosario Moreno Hueyo who led a previous GCA Visiting Gardens
trip and made many friends among GCA members. Their knowledge of horticulture is only exceeded by their knowl-
edge of their native land and their friendships with many of the estancia owners who have graciously offered to open
their properties.

...continued on next page




... Trip Information continued...
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May is the peak time for Virginia's green hills and dales and its English style perennial gardens. While the Virginia landscape of Middle-
burg and Clark County is a fox hunter's delight, it is also a gardener's delight with historic homes and gardens open just for us. This is where
Civil War battles took place, and if you listen well, you may still hear the echos of hoofbeats and cannons. As we stroll the brick paths
of magnificent gardens of boxwood, peonies, roses, and perennials of every description, you will have to pinch yourself because it will all
seem too gorgeous to be real!
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The first ever GCA Visiting Gardens trip afloat! We will cruise Alaska's pristine waters between Juneau and Sitka aboard the Mist Cove,
our exclusive charter for the week. If you had your own 157 foot yacht, this is the way you would do it! Twenty-four fortunate people will
enjoy hiking, fishing, whale, eagle and bear watching, kayaking, canoeing, or just lazing on deck with a book and glass of wine in hand. The
Mist Cove is operated by The Boat Company and GCA members who have experienced their trips say it is an unbelievable way to see
Alaska. Gourmet meals, choice Pacific Northwest wines, lectures by our on-board naturalist, passenger to crew ratio of 2:1 complete
the picture.

Piedmont Garden Club
General Meeting Minutes
April 21, 2010

The meeting started with Jan Zovickian introducing our guest speaker Jonathan Plant. Jonathan is a well know Horticulturist as
well as Landscape Architect. He has worked in England as well as all over California. He spoke about sustainable gardens.

3 < / started the meeting at 10:50 with a poem by Linda Ellis called “The Dash”.

This was quoted at Jean Wolfe’s funeral. It’s not about the beginning and dying but the dash in between that makes the difference.
Jackie then reminded committee chairs and board members to have their job descriptions and proposed budgets for next year into
her ASAP. A thank you was given to Head Hostess Valerie Matzger, Nancy Jacobs, Nancy Girard, Nancy Bates, Jenny White and
Patty Siskind. The March 17, 2010 minutes were approved. Jackie also gave special recognition to Gayle Lambert for creating a

beautiful Greensheet.

3 72 4/28 there will be an outing to UC Botanical Gardens. The carpools will leave from Crocker Park at
9:30 AM. Everyone should be home by 11:30. Please submit all photos you wish to have included in the scrapbook by 5/1/10 to
Robin.

< / on 4/29/10 from 9-12:00 everyone is invited to weed the Native Garden by the Piedmont Community
Center. Since that day is Earth day, across the street at the bus stop, at 12:00pm the City of Piedmont will have dignitaries and pre-
school children planting flowers. On 5/5 Judy McKee will lead a group on a hike around Lake Merritt starting with a tour of the
Christ the Light Cathedral at 9:45. Contact Julia Burke for any questions. On 5/7 there is scheduled a trip to Carmel Wildflower
Preserve. The tour begins at 12:30. There is a lunch scheduled at 11:30. Nancy Griffith will be coordinating the walk and
lunch. The buses will leave PCC at 7:00 am to allow time to get to Carmel for the 9:30 garden tour at the middle school before the

lunch. The second bus will miss the tour of the school garden. All should be returning by 3:00 PM
3 7 The Bear will be light at night in Crocker Park. Bobbe suggests that you go by for a stroll in the evening and
take a peak at the bear. The next project PBF will be conducting is the tea house renovation and lighting project. PBF will be

applying to Bechtel for a grant on this project.

2 8 < reported about the last outing to the Floral Grubb Nursery. Not only did they
create beautiful succulent containers but also had a lovely lunch in the garden.
@ C IC  will be conducting 2 outings. On 4/30 Jennifer Bowels rose garden will be on display.

Carpools will meet at Crocker Park at 9:40. There will be a presentation in Jennifer Bowels after the tour to discuss roses. 5/28
there will be a tour of 2 gardens on Alvarado. The first garden includes The Chauffer’s cottage on the old Roach estate with the
remains of walls and a pergola. The 2™ garden on the tour that day, will be on property newly renovated since the 1989 fire. The

carpools will leave Crocker Park at 9:40 and will include a light lunch.

5 5 / announced the names of 5 potential new members:
1.) Cathy Glazier ; 2.) Nancy McHugh ; 3.) Carolyn Rowe ; 4.) Dee Dee Street ; 5.) Lisa Tuck
i3 C reminded everyone that the May meeting will be in Napa Valley. Please remember to sign up for the bus leaving

from the community center.

Respectfully submitted,
Patty Siskind
PGC Recording Secretary
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